
 

Dear Parents from Island School’s Partner Primary Schools 

Island School Redevelopment Parents Information Meeting 7.00pm Wednesday 18th January 2012 
 
All partner primary school parents are invited to a meeting in the school hall to discuss the school's impending 
redevelopment. 
 
There have been significant developments with regard to the rebuilding of Island School in the last few weeks. 
Ronald Lu & Partners have been awarded the tender to undertake the first feasibility studies and the 
development of a detailed concept brief for the design of the new school. We want to keep parents in the loop 
throughout the redevelopment process. This is a two way process that seeks to ensure that parents are kept 
well informed and that they contribute to discussions from which the vision for the new school will emerge. 
 
This first meeting will aim to inform parents of where we are at present, it will detail the process going forward 
over the next eight months and will provide a forum for questions and answers. 
 
Present at the meeting will be representatives of the ESF facilities Development Department, Ronald Lu & 
Partners (Architects), Chris Binge IS Principal, representatives from school council and Matt Smith / Gareth 
Stevens (Project Liaison Officers) 
 

Background: Island School Redevelopment 

As many of you will know Island School was opened in 1967 in the buildings across the road from where we are 
now, and the present building was constructed in the early 70s. There are lovely pictures in the book “No 
Ordinary School” of the students of the day carrying the furniture across the road to the newly completed blocks 
3 and 4. The other buildings of our current site were added during the next few years, and the number of 
students increased until it reached the 1200 that has been the stable number for many years now. 

Our current school buildings have been very much part of creating the unique atmosphere of the school, and 
everyone who has spent time here remembers the playgrounds when they are crowded with students 
supporting teams in a house competition and feel more like an amphitheatre than a school. However there are 
significant problems associated with the site we now occupy. We are overcrowded both within many of the 
classrooms, but also with the number of classrooms. Teaching styles are restricted by these constraints and 
modern schools really need more flexible spaces. Of just as much concern is the state and condition of the 
structures. They are safe and solid and under constant observation, but the technical reports indicate that the 
maintenance costs of the buildings will increase steadily over the coming years.  

The time has come to start working on new buildings for Island School. We are about to embark on a project 
that we hope will culminate in a new school that is a flagship for the ESF, a school that fits current ideas in 21st 
century education and is ready to accommodate new progress for the next 50 years of our school’s life. It is an 
exciting and thrilling project to be involved in and I am pleased to announce that two vital steps have been taken 
in the last couple of weeks. 



The ESF board has thrown their support behind the project and we have now engaged the architects firm of 
Ronald Lu and partners to do the feasibility study for a new school and prepare the brief for the design stage 
which will start next year. In order to make sure the new plans reflect the ethos, educational needs and 
aspirations of the Island School community, we have appointed Gareth Stevens and Matthew Smith to act as a 
liaison team between the school, the architects and the ESF development office. They will have their timetable 
and duties reduced significantly in the new year in order to make sure the process goes well. 

Of course the big question is where the new school will be. At the moment we are not completely sure of the 
government’s thinking on this project and there are two distinct possibilities, both with their positive and 
negative points. We may be given a piece of land on Hong Kong Island where we can build a school unimpeded, 
and move into completed buildings once they are finished. The advantage will be lack of disruption, but we will 
have to give up our present location. The alternative would be to rebuild a new school on the present site. This 
retains our location, but will require moving off the site for some time as it is built. Until the government gives 
us a direction as to what is possible, we need to look at both possibilities equally. The architects have been 
instructed to do this, and to look at the problems and opportunities for both projects.  

Part of Gareth and Matthew’s role in this is to ensure we have as much communication with the whole 
community as possible. We need to hear views and opinion to help us solve the problems, and to allow us to get 
the full story about that wonderful but intangible Island School spirit. We need to be able to make sure the new 
buildings will retain the spirit along with giving new opportunities. 

I would like to wish you a wonderful holiday, and season’s greetings to all. 

Chris Binge 

For any further information please contact Gareth Stevens – Vice Principal gws@mail.island.edu.hk 


