
  Questions and Answers 
 

Decant Sites 
 
1. Has the Government confirmed which school sites are available in Tai Wai and do the sites have adequate 

sports facilities? 
 

We hope to hear from the Education Bureau after the New Year break.  However, before we are permitted to 
notify parents, local residents in Tai Wai need to be informed.  There is enough outdoor space for more than 
600 students.  The outside sports facilities are equivalent to the size of Block 4 and 5 areas at Borrett 
Road.  There are a lot of green areas around Tai Wai and outside sports venues to book.  We already book 
outside facilities such as the Football Club. 

 

2. Are you able to provide transport from Hong Kong Island to Kowloon? 
 

We are currently working with bus companies and have various ideas which are being considered.  In a 
nutshell, there will be transport but we are unable at this stage to confirm details. 

 

3. Which MTR Station is closest to the proposed school sites in Tai Wai? 
 

There are two stations near the sites.  Shatin and Tai Wai are both in walking distance from the schools.  

 

Borrett Road  
 
4. How many students will the new school accommodate? 
 

The same amount of students as we currently have now.  The new school will facilitate larger sports facilities, 
auditorium, theatres, libraries and outdoor spaces.  On the other hand, the only way we could have increased 
the number of students is by moving to a larger greenfield site.   

 

5. Will there be a canteen or cafeteria for the students? 
 

Yes.  We plan to use the large terraces as open plan cafeteria areas with seating. 
 

6. Which classrooms or communal facilities in the proposed designs will have no natural light? 
 

The auditorium will be fitted with artificial lighting.  We want to allow for natural light to circulate in the 
classrooms and indoor sports facilities such as the swimming pool area.  The auditorium will be designed to be 
used for whole school assemblies and performances.  The sports hall will be large enough to accommodate 
whole school activities but we do not want to interfere with sports programs.  In addition, the central path will 
also accommodate students during whole school activities and performances. 
 

7. How can you protect students against severe inclement weather with regards to the path? 
 

The architects are currently working on various options to protect the school and students from inclement 
weather.  We are considering various possibilities such as glass shields and cantilevers.  However, we need to 
allow natural light and air flow through the building. 



 

8. One of the new designs resembles blocks stacked onto blocks.  Can the designs be adjusted to make them 
look more futuristic and less like a school? 

 
We need to design the new school within the current available capacity permitted and therefore need to 
consider how best possible to use this space.  Using a “straight line” approach will allow full use of smaller 
spaces such as classrooms.  If we chose a more futuristic appearance, we would have irregular shaped angles 
resulting in redundant spaces. 

 

9. How will the Cheung Kong development next to Island School impact on natural light and when do you 
expect Cheung Kong to complete? 

 
The school is a low rise building and Cheung Kong is currently erecting a high rise building.  As the school faces 
south we do not envisage natural light being blocked.  The path itself which faces Admiralty will not be 
affected by the Cheung Kong development which completes around mid-2017. 

 

10. What safety structures do you have in place for the elevated communal terraces and bridges and will there 
be elevators installed? 

 
The path, bridges and terraces will be protected by sheets of glass similar in height to the current terraces.  
There will be two elevators to cater for disabled students, visitors and staff. 

 

11. Will the new school be energy efficient? 
 

We are focusing on energy saving technology and other environmental issues such as recycling rainwater and 
the use of solar panels.  Our science department will be able to measure energy from using solar panels and 
our environmental studies students are working on energy consumption and energy conservation, and thus 
working with our teachers and staff to implement many concepts within the new development. 

 

12. You have calculated 3 years to complete the redevelopment of Island School. Do you think the 
redevelopment will stretch into 4 years? 

 
Realistically we need time to demolish the old building which may take up to 1 year.  Borrett Road is narrow 
and we have the logistical problem of removing tons of stone.  We are currently working with structural 
engineers to avoid massive rock hacking and thus lessen the amount of rocks being removed. As a guideline, 
Government schools have taken around 2.5 years to demolish and rebuild. 
 

13. Do you have a timeline for moving back to Borrett Road? 
 

We believe, and this is our target, to move back to Borrett Road in 2020.  However, problems could arise such 
as technical, legal or procedural.  There is an element of unpredictability but we are trying to cover any 
unforeseen issues now and over the course of the next three years.  

 

14. If the redevelopment of Borrett Road finished earlier than predicted, would you consider vacating the Tai 
Wai sites say mid-term?  

 

It is far better for students to move at the end of an academic year (June) in preparation for the new academic 
year (September).  That way we avoid any unnecessary disruption to students’ studies. 

 


