
 

Redevelopment Parents’ Information Evening – 25 November 2014 

Matter 

Shatin / Tai Wai Site 

Although we are planning to decant to two sites near Shatin, we are still awaiting confirmation 
regarding one decant site in Tai Wai from the Education Bureau.  Both decant sites are old 
Government buildings around 20 years’ old and originally built to accommodate 1100 students; 40 
students per class therefore classrooms are large and spacious. We may consider the possibility of 
turning some of the classrooms into science labs.  Educational facilities at both sites are an 
improvement on Borrett Road.  In addition to large classrooms, there are basketball courts and 
other on site outdoor sports facilities.  In addition, transport between both sites is easily accessible 
being  10 minutes apart.  Island School will continue to offer a broad option of IB subjects and 
continue to introduce new subjects.  As one site cannot hold all of our students we propose to split 
students into the following groups: Years 7, 8, 12 and 13 housed on one site and years 9, 10 and 11 
on another site.  Approximately 600 students on each site.   
 

Decant 
Decanting to Tai Wai has reduced the time frame for the redevelopment of the Borrett Road site to 
3-4 years.  For instance, if Island School was not able to decant, redevelopment of the Borrett Road 
site may have taken up to 7 years.     
 

Decant Planning Stage 

Our primary concern, aside from safety issues, is the avoidance of any disruption to students’ 
education.  However, in order to conduct lessons some staff may need to travel between the two 
sites.  Class timetables between the two sites will be a challenge to coordinate but we are 
considering these facts early to minimize any disruption at a later stage.  However, extracurricular 
lessons may be split between two sites and we will then have to consider transport arrangements.   
 

Transport 
The ESF is looking at solutions to avoid additional travel costs and limit travel time for students.  The 
ESF will work closely with the bus companies and will consider subsidised student transport costs. 
 

Redevelopment – Island School 
Our main objective is to keep the “Island School spirit”.  A wonderful relationship already exists 
between senior and junior students. For example, mentoring programs in school activities such as 
Year 7 camp was run by senior prefects to encourage the “big brother, big sister feeling”.  Island 
School’s ethos promotes student identity using the house system and fostering a close bond with 
house tutors.  In keeping in line with school ethos, we must also consider in the final design for 
Island School what education might be like in terms of flexible teaching space in 6, 10 or 20 years’ 
time.  The path is the centre point of the school; a large communal area leading off to the 
swimming pool, drama theatres, cafes, library and green spaces.  Inspiration for this idea was 
sought from Ladder Street in Mid-Levels.  
 
 

 



Architects 

Billy Tam and Peggy Seto from Thomas Chow Architects presented two design options for the 
Borrett Road site.  The first being the social (path concept design) and, second, the landscape 
(mountain design).  Thomas Chow Architects are currently working closely with the ESF and 
members of the Building Committee at Island School, and we should hopefully be able to make a 
decision as to which design best suits our school’s educational policies and ethos shortly after the 
New Year break.  There will be more sports complexes that at least accommodate 2 basketball 
courts and a soccer pitch.  Our design concept for the redevelopment of Island School was garnered 
from Denmark schools which are designed on the flexible teaching approach. However, in building 
functional classrooms and teaching spaces, we need to consider students’ individual needs such as 
special needs, and private and group learning. To help us with either using classrooms for individual 
teaching or flexible learning, partitioning of walls will be installed.  The Lower ground floor of the 
redevelopment will comprise more flexible teaching areas and the upper floors to house more 
individual classrooms.  Aside from the educational and facilities planning during the design process, 
our other aims were to lessen traffic congestion and provide parking spaces for coaches and private 
cars. 
 

ESF Recruitment 
Two personnel were recruited in October in the Development & Redevelopment Office.  The ESF is 
currently recruiting a Decant Manager to oversee the logistics of moving from the Borrett Road site 
to Tai Wai. 
 

Building Committee 

The Building Committee comprises two parents, staff and ESF, architects, parent focus groups and 
School Council. 
 

Alumni Association 

We are working very closely with the Island School Alumni Association and shall be holding the 
Alumni’s AGM on 9 December 2014.  The Alumni Association plays an important role within the 
school and we will be seeking ideas from alumni on how to keep the “Island School spirit?”, “What 
makes Island School special?”, “Can we keep the Amphitheatre feeling?”, “How do we incorporate 
the Island School spirit into the new design?”.  We shall also be looking at long term fundraising 
opportunities through the Alumni Association and the PTA and in mid-2017 plan to celebrate the 
50th Anniversary of Island School.   
 

 


